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The University of Illinois Springfield Visual Arts Gallery is pleased to present “From Here to the Sun,” a 
mixed-media exhibition by Champaign-based artist Lee Hunter. “From Here to the Sun” will open Monday, 
Aug. 26 and run through Thursday, Sept. 19. A reception for this exhibition will be held at the gallery from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 5. This event is free and open to the public.

This solo exhibition focuses on the legacy of Mithras, a deity worshipped in the mystery cults of the late 
Roman Empire. Mithras’ followers practiced in secret and many of their temples were later converted into 
early Christian churches, leaving much of their rituals shrouded in mystery.

Hunter’s works in this exhibition draw on the nature of Mithras, telling a story through ceramics, 
photographs, needlepoint and textiles. The ceramics reflect the timelessness of relics while the needlepoint 
and textiles offer a tactile connection to the past. “From Here to the Sun” prompts viewers to explore the 
intersections of history, myth and art. It pays tribute to the enduring mystery of Mithras and highlights 
Hunter’s interest in materials.

“From Here to the Sun” is an iteration of Hunter’s ongoing world-building project called “Cosmogenesis,” 
which is an archive of material culture from the future, where travel-cults have learned to move through 
parallel universes. There is a diverse spectrum of belief systems in the travel cults and “Cosmogenesis” 
focuses mainly on the Temple of Light—a group inspired by ancient mystery cults and Western Esotericism. 
The archive contains photographs, videos, needlework, textiles, sculptures, found objects, works on paper 
and texts. “Cosmogenesis” explores ideas related to archives, collecting, materials and belief.

Hunter is a visual artist focused on the human relationship to nature; or how humans think about nature. 
Since 2015, they have been working on a durational worlding project called Cosmogenesis that includes 
photos, videos, sculptures, textiles, found objects and writing. Hunter is interested in how people know what 
they know and learning about how belief systems are formed.

Hunter’s work has been exhibited at Buffalo Institute for Contemporary Art, Buffalo, New York; Mother 
Gallery, Beacon, New York; John Michael Kohler Art Center, Wisconsin; The Luminary, St. Louis, Missouri; 
Vox Populi, Pennsylvania; Berkeley Art Center, California; and Museum of Contemporary Art North Miami, 
Florida. They have been an artist in residence at Bemis Center for Contemporary Art, Omaha, Nebraska; 
Palazzo Monti, Italy; Illinois State University, Bloomington; ACRE, Wisconsin; I-Park Foundation, Connecticut; 
and Vermont Studio Center, Vermont. Hunter earned a bachelor’s degree in arts and letters from Portland 
State University and a master’s degree in fine art in new genres from the San Francisco Art Institute.

This program is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council Agency. The UIS Visual Arts 
Gallery is centrally located on the UIS campus in the Health and Science Building, room 201 (HSB 201). 
Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday. For more information and future exhibitions, 
visit the UIS Visual Arts Gallery website.
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Special Thanks to Allison Lacher & the Staff at the Visual Arts Gallery and Facilities.
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Mona Whispers, Things are Blocking the Light; E00372, 2015, digital c print, 14 in x 11 in
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Symbols//A palette//a memory, 2023, ceramic, 19 x 15 x .25 inches Shattered Chalice; Recording the unrecordable; Look into the Sun; 2015, 12 x 9 inches, Digital C Print



Home Devotional; Fragment of a God, 2022-2024, Wool & Cotton, 9 x 7 inches Entrance to Meeting Hall; E00032; 2015, Digital C Print, 12 x 12 inches
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The world is aflame; An omen from time, 2015-2023, Wool & Cotton, 14 x 10.5 inches Acolyte Mirrors; Made by Elder Alchemists during the Wolf Moon; Used for meditation 

training; E00032, 2022, Hand poured mirrors on reclaimed glass, 18 x 7 inches



Nonlinear free surface flows; residue near deposits; E00178; 2016, Inkjet print, 

30 x 20 inches

Gas Escape; Capture the Air; The Requisite Conditions; E00032; 2015, 4 x 11 inches
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Look for Leo, Find the stairs (left); Meeting Location; E00032, 2019/2021, inkjet print 

& acrylic facemount; 30 x 20 inches

Look for Leo, Find the stairs (right); Meeting Location; E00032, 2019/2021, inkjet print 

& acrylic facemount; 30 x 20 inches



Tauroctony; The Ritual Cycles of the Sun and Moon, 2024, Paper Pieced Quilt, cotton fabric, cotton batting, thread, 10 ft x 7 feet Details.


